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York 

10 Difficult Words
Colonel /ˈkɜːnəl/  

(Noun) An officer of high rank in the army or air 
force. 

Sixths /sɪksθs/ 
(Ordinal number) 6th written as a word in the 

plural form. 

Rural /ˈrʊərəl/ 
(Adjective) In, of, or like the countryside. 

Squirrel /ˈskwɪrəl/ 
(Noun/Verb) A small animal covered in fur with 

a long tail. Squirrels climb trees and feed on 
nuts and seeds. 

Brewery /ˈbrʊəri/ 
(Noun) A company that makes beer or a place 

where beer is made.

Here are ten of the most difficult words to pronounce in English. 
You can listen to the audio here. 
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Manchester 

February/ˈfebjʊəri/ /ˈfebrʊəri/ 
(Noun) The second month of the year, after 

January and before March. 

Specific /spəˈsɪfɪk/ 
(Adjective) Relating to one thing and not 

others; particular. 

Worcestershire /ˈwʊstəʃə/ 
(Place) A county (= area with its own local 
government) in western central England. 

Choir /ˈkwaɪə/ 
(Noun) A group of people who sing together. 

World /wɜːld/ 
(Noun) The earth and all the people, places, 

and things on it.
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Bristol 

10 Commonly 
Mispronounced Words

Receipt /rɪˈsiːt/ 
(Noun) Something such as a piece of paper or 

message proving that money, goods, or 
information have been received. 

Doubt /daʊt/ 
(Verb/Noun) A feeling of not being certain 

about something, especially about how good 
or true it is 

Clothes /kləʊðz/ /kləʊz/ 
(Noun) Things such as dresses and trousers that 

you wear to cover, protect, or decorate your 
body. 

Colleague /ˈkɒliːg/ 
(Noun) One of a group of people who work 

together.

I’ve compiled 10 of some commonly mispronounced words.  
You can listen to the audio here. 
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Leeds 

Answer /ˈænsə/ /ˈɑːnsə/ 
(Noun/Verb) A reaction to a question, letter, etc. 

Comfortable /ˈkʌmftəbl/ 
(Adjective) Comfortable furniture and clothes 

provide a pleasant feeling and do not give you any 
physical problems. 

Focus /ˈfəʊkəs/ 
(Noun/Verb) The main or central point of 

something, especially of attention or interest. 

Quay /kiː 
(Noun) A long structure, usually built of stone, 

where boats can be tied up to take on and off their 
goods. A lot of streets and places in England have 

this word in their name. 

Vegetable /ˈveʤtəbəl/ 
(Noun) A plant, root, seed, or pod that is used as 

food, especially in dishes that are not sweet. 

Suit /suːt/ 
(Noun/Verb) A jacket and trousers or a jacket and 

skirt that are made from the same material.
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Activities
A. Take a look at the sentences below. Highlight which words 
you think would be naturally stressed. 

B. When you have finished the activity, check your answers and 
listen to the recording here to practise your own sentence 
stress. 

1. I like to go to the pub on a Friday night. 

2. She used to live in London. 

3. It’s important to keep working hard to achieve your goals. 

4. Can I have a cup of coffee? 

5. Where are you from?
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C. Take a look at the sentences below. Practise the contracted 
forms by listening to this recording. 

1. I’ll come to your house after work. 

2. She’d better finish the report on time, or else she’ll get fired. 

3. Where’d you go on holiday last month? 

4. It couldn’t’ve been her, she was with me the whole time. 

5. Who’d’ve done such a silly thing? 

D. Think about what words are used in the contracted forms in 
each sentence. For example, number 1 is a combination of “I” 
and “will”. You can check your answers after completing the task.
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All definitions are from the Cambridge Online Dictionary. 

All images are from Unsplash. 

All the activities and the book were created and put together by 
Emma Walker. 

IMPORTANT NOTES 
Please remember that I have read and transcribed these words 
with the Modern RP pronunciation in mind, as well as some 
northern variations that you may hear in England. With so many 
accents, it is important to expose yourself to as many as you can 
from across the world, and not just focus on RP/Modern RP. 

Please also be aware that some words in this booklet may be 
pronounced and transcribed differently, depending on the 
accent and resource. Please only learn my accent if you are 
interested in it. There is no correct accent and my accent is just 
one of hundreds of many accents from around the world.
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